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[N ALASKAN GOLD FIELDS

AN UNPRECEDENTED RUSH O¥% MIN-
ERS THIS SEASON,

—

Not Transportation Enough for the

Men Going to the Yukon, Junenu.

and Cook’s Inlet Districts—The

Perils and Hardships of the ''rip
to the Yukon over 750 Miles of

Mountain, Lake, nand River—The

Cost of Living and the Profits.

TAacoxa, Washington, March 30.—When
Willlam H. Seward purchased Alaska for
87,200,000, in 1867, he had little idea that
within thirty years that territory would
produce more gold in a single year than
the price paid for it by Uncle Sam. Yet

the estimated yield of gold for 1896 is be-
tween 38,000,000 and $10.000,000, Five thou-
sand miners will be taking gold from the
scores of creeks, rivers, and inlets through-
out the length and breadth of Alaska this
year. The number will be even greater
than this, if the hundreds of miners and
prospectors desiring to go can tind the
Just now the rush
is at its height, and scores of passengers
are left behind when each steamer sails. All
passenger accommodations have been taken
for months ahead. Four steamers are now
plying between Tacoma and Juneau and
Sitka. It was only the other day that a
score of miners, including a number of Jap-
anese, were s0 determined to go to Alsaka
on a steamer about to s=ail from Tacoma
that they boarded her by force a few hours
before her departure, Some of them de-
tained the seamen, while others threw their
luggage aboard. Some of the party 1were
put off, but a number of them succeeded
in going, although the steamer had a full
load before. NWot only had every stateroom
been taken, but prospectors had laid down
gold coin in payment for sleeping accoms-
modations on the cabin floors. On each trip
now the cabin floors are thus Jeased out.
The mining development now going aon in
Alaska may be divided into threo great dis-
tricts. First, the Yukon Basin, to whicn
a great majority of the miners now rushing
in are going; second, the quartz-mining
operations in progress on Douglas Island. in
the Silver Bow Basin, and other quartz
camps about Juneau, together with sim-
ilar operations on many islands sKirting
the coast for several hundred miles to the
northwest of Juneau; third, the Cook’s In-
let district, 1,000 miles northwest of Juneau
In the quartz districts along
the coast several thousand men are em-

- ployed. The operations here are carried on

chiefly by large companies, including the
great Treadwell mine, the largest gold mine
in the world, which will this year take at
least $1,500,000 in gold from Douglas Isl-
and; the Nowell Gold Mining Company of

Boston, which will take out $350,000 at Ber-
ner’'s Bay; the Silver Bow Rasin, which
will produce $750,000, and the Lane & Hay-
ward Company of San Francisco, which
operates a thirty-stamp mill, and will take
out $250,000. The large companies togeth-
er will produce fully $3,000,000 this Yyear.
The 5,000 placer miners who will soon be
working in the Yukon Basin and at Cook's
Inlet will take out, it is estimated, 35,000, -
000 to $7,000,000 more. Last year the placer
miners made $1,H00 to $2,500 each, and aft-
er paying expenses, cleared on an average
$1,500 e=zch.

Few people have any idea of the hard-
ships encountere¢d by the men who make
the journey of TH00 miles which the miners
must take in going from the head of nav-
igation to Forty Mile Creek. on the Yukon,
in the interior of Alaska. Most of the min-
ers go in prepared to stay three years at
least. To stay on the Yukon three years
It takes a large
part of the first swason to get there and
locate a claim. The second Season is spelit
in development work. During the last halr
of this season and the third season the
sSome, luck-
ier than the others, make a rich strike the
first season, and are able to come out with
sever:ii]l thousand dollars in dust and nug-
gzets in their belts, But these are excep-
tions.

The miners begin leaving Tacomua for
Juneau the latter part of January. They
must leave Juneau early in  Mareh, in
order to get over the mountain passes and
down the largest of the lakes before Win-
ter breaks up, turning the snow and ice
into torrents which make the passage
difficult and dangerous. The first requisite
of the miner is a good outlit. This must
include strong, warm clothing, light. warm
bedding, a Yukon stove, an Alaska sled,
an axe, a saw, and other tools necessary
for making boats and rafts, at least fifty
feet of rope, a small medicine chest, and
his provisions. "The Yukon stove is a light
sheet-iron affair, now become almost indis-
pensable to miners in the far North. It
can be set up on the snow or anywhere,
onpen camp fire,
glves bertter heat, protects the ceyes from
smoke, and is more convenient for cook-
ing. The Alaska sleigh is a skeleton sled,
made of the best hardwood and shod with
steel runners, being 7 feet 3 inches long and
just the proper width to track behind
snowshoes. The outfit costs trom SH0U to
K220, An oxdinary outfit will weigh 400
pounds.

The fare trom Tacoma on comfortable
steamers is $12 for cabin and 6 for sccond-
clasks passage. At Juneau the miner com-
pletes his pack, if anvthing is lacking, and
toakes the steamer for Dyca, the head of
canoe navigation, at the foot of the Chil-
koot Pass, over which the miner must pass.
Dyea is 1045 miles from Juncau, and the
fare by steamer from Juneau is $10. JAliners
usually go in parties of four or five, for
that number can use one tent. One of the
party should have a knowledge of cooking,
and another must know how to build a sub-
stantial hoat. At Dyea the salt-water jour-
ney is ended, and the outfits of the miners

-summit is steep.
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are plled upon the beach, Eacih man imust
now lookyout for himself and ‘his luggage.
Before him rise the Coast Mountains. Then
commences the ascent of the Chilkoot Pass.
The outfits are taken ahead, a part at a
time. The first day the miners travel but
five miles, which brings them to the mouth
of the Dyea (Canon. Here tents ara
pitched in_the woods, on tup of eight or ten
feet of snow, inte which the poles anid
pins are pushed down. The Yukon stove is
quickly.arranged on a " gridiron ** inside the
tent. The gridiron consists of three poles
laid on the snow, across.which the stove is
placed. The heat from the stove quickly-
melts the snow underneath, but enougi
firm snow is left under the ends of the poles
to hold it up. For the bed. hemlock brush
is cut and laid on the snow to a depth of =
foot or more. This is covered with a large
square of canvas, on which the blankets
and robes are put. When finished, it forms
a natural spring bed, for which the miner
is truly grateful after his ilrst day's expe-
rience 1n hauling the sled.

This day’'s work is typical of the entire
jourr;ey of 750 miles to Forty Mile, whichy
requires six to eight weeks’ time, though
it is far less dangerous than the experiences
of many succeeding days. It is nine milea
.from Dyea to the summit of Chilkoot
Pass. The greatest care has to be exer-
Cised In crassing the pass. In bad weather
everything is liable to be swept from
the pathway by a snowslide or avalanche.
When this happens, the native Indians ara
of great assistance in recovering the things.
With long, slender rods, tipped with stecl,
they feel down in the snow and locate thea
largest packages, which, without them,
could’ never be found. Raising the oullit
the last (60O feet to the summit is Kknown as
the tug of war. Every step must be cul
in the ice, and so steep is it that a person
with a patk on his back must constantly
bend forward to maintain his equilibrium.
The descent of the first half mile from the
Then there is a gradual
slope to l.ake liinderman, ten miles away.

After reaching Lake linderman, the min-
ers have a somewhat easier road to travel.
Before them for several’ hundred iles
stretches a series of lakes and rivers, which
must be traversed before the Yukon proper

ir reached. At this season the lakes are
covered with ice and snow. Il.ake lLinder-
man is seven miles long, l.ake Rennettc
twenty-tfive miles, Takou Lake itwenty
miles, Mud l.ake ten miles. At the foot of
Mud Lauake open water is  usually fouad
In April, and here a ratt or boat must he
buile. Dry timber is obtainable on the
shores.  The raft carries everything to the
L.ewis River Canon, forty miles to the
northwest. Here a landing must be made

and the autfit portaged a mile ar>und ihe
canon. Below the canon are th: \White
Horse Rapids, which aiso give trouble. All
who ever attempted to run this canon on
a4 rqaft have been drowned., (Of two men
who marde the attempt in May. 185N, noth-
ing was found but a bunidle of blankets.
PBelow the \White JIorse another rait is
built, and the journey continued seventy-
tive miles to l.ake Lie Barge. This requires
three Jdavs. The current in the lakes aned
their outlets is here less swift, and ice is
found on which to c¢ross this lake, which is
forty-five miles long. This completes the

sledding. _
Here a boat is built and the journey is
resumel. Going down the Lewis River

from this paint, the chief peril is met at the
Five Fingers. Here stand four great buttes,
like giant sentinels of stone. The water in
five streams runs swiftly between them.
The right-hand passage is the only safe
one. In a jiffy the boat, with its preciousx
load, has been whirled down to Reef Rapids,
three miles below. Here again the right
hand insures safet), and, having passed
them, the last dangerous water is left be-
hind. Few parties go through these dan-
gerous wWriiters without mishaps of sowme
kind. Sometimes the entire party is thrown
into ice-cold water, and seldom a party gets
through without losing something.

The junction of the Pelly and l.ewis forms
the Yukon proper. Here the tfirst trading
post is reached. It is known as Harper's,
and is d5IV miles distant from Juneau. .\
hundred miles below is Forty Jile (Creek,
the Mecca of most of the prospectors ancd
the principal trading post of the interior.
IFortv Mile is the starting point to all the
mines, and is TH0 miles from Juneau. Here
the Yukon is over two miles in width.
IMlour costs 310 a sack at Forty Mile. Beans

are 20 cents a pouml. A miner's weekly
lavndry bill is at least 5. Everything is
paid for in gold dust or nuggets. The des

mand for sewing is s0 great there that a
number of women with sewing machines are
going to the Yukon this Spring. A party of
three women has left Tacoma, all of thewm
provided with Dbloomer costumes. With
their sewing machines they will make as
much money as many of the miners.

T"he chief mining country so far opened
on the Yukon lies between the mouths of
Sixty JMile and Bireh Creeks. which aras
nearly 440 miles apart, on the south side ot
the Yukon. The sands along the creeks. par-
ticularly the headwaters, are literally lined
with gold. Nuggets are fuite plentiful. The
lurgest nugget ever taken our on the Yu-
Kon was found by Conrad Danl, in Frank-
Ivn Gulch, in JMarch, 1594, It weighed
thirty ounces and brought him $491.45. Dahl
had prospected there the Summer hetors,
In the Winter he thawed out the ground hy
burning wood 9n top. He continued this
process until he reached hed rock. e
hauled the dirt out and wuashed it after-
ward. The nugget was found on bed rock.
The mining is carried on chieflyv with rock-
OIS, Where practicable, the ground is
sluiced.

The regular mining se¢ason on the Yukon
lasts from June 1 to Sept. 1. Some of the

miners work during the Winter By burn-
ing wood to thaw out the ground. Few do
this after their first year there¢. The min-

ers spen:d the lonyg Winter in eating, sleejs-

ing., playing (:artl_s, and otherwise amusing
themselves. During the short Summer sea-

son they work almost night and day. 1t is
then as light at midnight as ar midday,
the bright Alaskan =sun setting only for a
few minutes each day.

‘I'he journey to the Yukon is made part-
lv across American and partly across Rrit-
ish possessions. The boundary line is first
crossed just betfore LaKke Linderman is
reached,. All the rest of the route to Forwy
Mile is on British =oil. Just west of For-
ty Mile and Fort (‘udahy the houndary
is crossed aguain. The greatest part of
the mining country now opened is  on
American soil. The influx of miners rhis
Spring will have some effect on the bound-
ary dispute question, should EKEngland at-
tempt to enforce her claim to a larger
share of Alaskan soil. .\ large majority
of the miners are Amervicans. They pre-
fer to carry on their operations under
American protection, and would band to-
gether to fight on Alaskan <oil itself if
the need of it shoulid arise. The feeling
on both sides of the line in Alaska is at
present most harmonious. JMen work on
either side, and c¢ress firom one country
to the other without inte¢rruption. The
Dominion (FJovernment has established
mounted police on the British side, but
their presence is welcomed by all the min-
ers. Whenever a prospector is gone tao
long, his friends notify the police, and
party goes out on a scoul. The missing
man is either brought in or supplied with
provisions to keep him alive until he, ¢an
reach camp. There has never been any
confligt of authority.

Great excitement prevails ihisx Spring
through the Northwest regarding the Cook’s
Inlet country. Th- number of men going
there is limited ot * by the means of trans-
The district was

portation. U discovered in
1304, Last year 225 miners worked there,

of whom 125 remained =all Winter, Thx
others are going back, and envugh others
to increase the number mining there this
vear to at least 1,000. The only regular
means of travel i= a small mail steamer
running from Juneau. The rush there is
so great that at least nine =chooners will
leave Puget Sound for the Inlet this Spring,
all taking parties of miners, . 1.. Junes,
a returned miner, says the lowest amouns
of gold taken out by any of the men last
summer was S8 per day, and the high-
est £20. The mining there has so far heen
pliacer work entirely. Rich quartz has
been found, and by another season sgamp
mills will be put in. f{rovisions at ook’
Inlet are less than half as high as on thea
Yukon, because of the entire water trans-
portation. © Game is plentitul, including
moose, "bear, fowls, and fish. Wild cran-
berries are plentiful. Grass covers the earth,
and there is considerable amall timber.
These features make the Inle¢t region much
more desirable to work in than the Yukon
country. The working season is @& month
Ionger than on the Yukon.

In both the Yukon and Cook’s Inlet (dis-
tricts, the miners are bothered by myrialds
of gnats and mosquitces, and the vellow-
bellied flies, whcse thirst for bluood reduces

the avoirdupois of all. The Yukon mos-
quito is several sizes larger and fiercer
than that of New-Jersey. All the miners
carry mosquito mnetting with them, andqd

cover their heads and necks to aveid the
moscuitoes. N
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