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CORt of Living UUl] lhe J"roftts. 

TACOMA, Washington, March 30,-When 

'Villiam iI. Seward purchased Alaska for 

$;,200,000, in 18G1, he had little idea that 

within thirty years that territory would 

Droduce more gold in a single year than 

the pricc paid for it by Uncle Sam. Yet 

the ef.timated yield of gold for 1806 is be
tween $-<':,000,000 and $HI.OOO,(Jc.U.I. Five thou
sand miner~ will be tal,ing gOld fl'om the 
scores of creeks, rivers, and inlets through
out the length and breadth of Alaska this 
year. The numbp.r will be e\'en greater 
than this, if the hundreds of miners and 
prospectors de~,irlng to ~o can nnd the 

' means of getUng thel·e. Just now the tush 
Is at Its height, and s("ores of passengers 
are left behind when each steamer sail~, All 
passengel' accommodationshuve been taken 
for months ahead. Four s-teamers are now 
plying between Tacoma and Juneau and 
Sitka. It was only the other clay that a 
score of miners, including- a number of Jap
anese. were so determined to go Lo Alsaka 
on a. ~,teampr u bOll t to ~a i 1 fr<.)nl Tacoma 

that they boarrled hel' by fOl'ce a few hours 
before her departure. Some Cof th .. ,ll de

tained the seamE'n, while othE'r!; thrf'·"· their 
luggage aboard, Some of the pal·ty wec'e 
put· off. but a Ilumber of them succeellell 
in going, although the ,;teamc'I' 11ad a full 
load befo~·e. Not (lilly had e\'E'I'Y ><tntero(lm 
been tal~('n. but 1)1'O:';l'p('lors hud Iaio! uown 
gold coin In payment for sh~epjng aCTom
modations on thE' "uiJiry 110.,1'''. un Io'''ell trip 
now the l'al.:nn floon; are thu>' lea>led out. 

The nliniug "lev~loIJmt . .'nt no"- going- On in 
~\lasl(a may be divi,le<1 into Ihn',' f;'r"ut tli,,
tricts, 1<~iI'8t, the Yukon Basin, to whicn 
a great majority of thE' minE'l's now rushing 
in al'e going; second, the quartz-mining 
operations in progress on Doug-las lslaml. in 
the Silver Bo'w Basin, and othel' quartz 
camps about Juneau. together witb sim
ilar operations on tn.any islan(l,; ",kirting 
the coast for several hundrell miles to the 

, northwe:;t of Juneau; third. the Cook's In
let district. I.U(JO miles northwest of Juneau 
and Sitka. In the quartz district::! along 
the coast several thousand men are em
ployed, The operations here are carried on 
chiefly by large companies, Including the 
great Treadwell mine, the largest gold mine 
in the world. which will this year take at 
least $1,500,000 In gold from Douglas Isl
and; the Nowell Gold Mining Company of 
Boston which will take out ~ar.o.ooo at Ber
ner's Bay; the Silver Bow Hasin. which 
will produce $150,()OU, and the Lane & Hay
ward Company of San Francisco. which 
operates a thirty-stamp mill. and will take 
out $250,000, The lal'ge companies togeth
er wlll produce fully $3,000,000 this year. 
The 5000 placer miners who will soon be 
worldt'tg In the Yukon Basin and at Cook's 
Inlet will take out, it is estimated, $r..OClO,-
000 to $ •. 000.000 more. Last year the placer 
miners made $l.;'UI) to ~2,;;oO each. and aft~ 
er paying expenses, cleared on an average 

, $1.500 each, 
. Few people have any idea of the hard-

ships encountereu by the mell who make 
the journey of .r,u miles which the miners 
must take in g'olng from the head of nav
igation to Forty Mile CI·eek. all the Yuk?ll, 
in the interior of Alaska.. :\lo\;ot of the mill
ers go in PI'\>p,u'ed to stay three years at 
least. To ::;tuy 011 the Yul.an Ihree years 
practically insur,",s succes". It tak",,, a luI' I': " 
purt of the first s~uson to ~f't ttl~I'e an,1 
locate a claim, The second season IS spent 
in development wUI'k. During the la,,;t hal r 
of this sea'SOIl an,1 the third season the 
mlnel' usually makes hi!> stake, Some', lud<
ier than the others, make a rich strike the 
flrst season, and ..lre able to eome out with 
several thousand dollars In dust and nug
gets ill their belt!? But these are excep
tions, 

The miner,.; begin leaying- Tacoma fOl' 
Juneau thf' latter part of Jalluar~·. The~' 
Inu,;t leave _Juneau eal'ly in l\Iarch. in 
ordel' to get over the mountain passes anll 
down the largest of the lake,; berol'''! \Vin
tel' breal,:; up, turning the snow and ICe 
into torl'ents whieh make the passag-e 
difficult and dang-erous. The first rl'![ul"ite 
of the miner Is a good out1it. Thi" must 
include strong. warm clothing. light. wal'm 
betlrllng, a Yukon :stove. an Alusl<u ,,;l<- d. 
an a.."(t", a sa \\.. and otht:'l'" tool.!:i necessary 
for making boats .~nr1 rafts. "t I.,a«t fifty 
feet of rope. a small me,llclne chest, an,l 
his prOVisions, The Yul;:on stove is a.lig.ht 
sheet-II'on affair'. now become almost tndlS
pensable' to miner,,; ill the fal' "\i'ol'£h. It 
call Uf" set up on the snow or anywh'-!'e, 

. uses less woot! than an Olwn cump fire, 
~Iv"s better hcat. prote<:ts th'" eyes from 
SI1101,." ant! I;; more con venien t for cuok
Ing. The Alaska slei~h is a skeletLln sl~d. 
made of the l.Je"t hanl wooc! and shod WIth 
sted runners, being' 7 feet ~ inches long ~nd 
just the propel' will~h to tr~cl;: ~~llInd 
snowshoes. The outfit cost:; tram ,:,,,u to 
~:!I)'), An ol'dinar;}' uutfit wlll weigh ·1')11 
pounds, 

~.rhe fare f r.:l 111 "I'acoma 011 ("om furta lJle 
steamers i8 S I:! for cabin and ~c; for sl:l'oll(l
cla:<s passag." At J lmeau t!10 min.er com
Illdes his pack. if anything IS lacklllg, allll 
tnlH,!s th" slpamer' fOI' D):ua. the hea(~ of 
ca.noe navigation, at the loot of the ( hll
koot IJ.n~:-;, over "'hich the min e- I" mll:;t pa~~. 
Dyen is lOU mile,; from Jun~a!,. and. Ihe 
fare by steamer from Juneau IS ::<10. l\lll1el's 
usually go in parties of four 01' five, [or 
that nunlbel' can use one tent. Une of .the 
party should have a kn(,wledge Of. cooking-, 
and another must know how to bUIld a sub
stantial huat. At Dyea the salt-water jour
ney Is ended, and the outfits of the Illiners 

-------'--.~----- .J 
are pUed upon the beach. Ea,\h man Imust: 
now look' out for hlmsel! and his luggage. 
Before him rise the Coast Mountains, Then 
commences the ascent of the Chilkoot Pass. 
Th~ outfits are taken ahead. a part at a. 
time, The first day the miners travel but. 
Ih'c miles, which brings them to the mouth 
of the DypD. ('anon. Ht>rp tents al'e 
pi lehec! in the woodl". 011 r up of eight ai' ten 
feet of snow, Jllto wllkh Illp poles an:! 
pillS are pusheu dow II. The Y ukoll s~o\'e is 
'lulckly .a'Tang!"d on a .. grIdIron" inside Iht3 
ten t. 'rhE' grlcllron conslsls of t hl'ep' pOle,. 
laid on thl' snow. across .\\'hi('h th,' stove I;; 
placed, The lle'H from the "tove qulckb
melts the snow unne,'neath, but enouglt 
firm snow is left uDch,r the ends of the:- pol .. ~ 
to hold it up. For the o(>,i. hemlock bru",h 
I" cut and laid on the ",now to a depth of u
foot or more. ThIs Is cQvered with a larg", 
:;quare of canvas. on which the blanket,.; 
and robes ul'e put. ""'hen finished, It form ... 
a natural spring bed. fOl' which the miner 
Is truly grateful aft"r his 111'st day's eXpt
l'ience In hauling the :-;!ed. 

This day's work is typical of the E'DUrO 
journe;v of .;'0 miles to Forty ~11lt.>, wbiciu 
requires six to eight weeks' time, tbougll. 
It is far less dangerous than the experiences 
of many succeeding days. It is nine miles 

,from Uyea to the summit of Chllkoot 
Pass. The greatest care has to be e»:~r
ciseu in crOSsing the pas", In bad weather 
everythillg is liable:- to be swept fromo 
the pathway by a snowsllc1e OJ' avalanche, 
\\'hell tllis happens, th<' lIativl' Indian:s ar.:> 
of gl'eat 'asslslance in recoverln~ thE' things. 
''lith long, slender rods, ti(.lpe<.l with sted. 
they feel down in the snow and locate the 
lal'geat jJa~k\l.g.·", whieh. without them, 
could' never be found. Raising Ih.· out/it 
tit .. last liOIl feet to tllP summit is I,nown a~ 
the tug of war. Every stt-p must be CUL 
In the ice, and so steep Is It that a person 
with a pa~k on his ba("k must ('on,;lantly 
bend forward to maintain hi" '·qllilihrillm. 
The (If'scent of the first half mile frum th" 

. !'lummit is steep. Th(:n th"r,' i" .L !'>1'".lual 
slope to J .. uke l~indE"rnli.t.n. tf'n InH~ a~,,"uy. 

Aftel' reaching Lake Lln<lerma n, t h ... mill
ers have a. somewhat E'a~ier I·(}lj.,l to tra",,:, 
Defore them for sl'vel'al' hun<lrf'd mil.,s 
stretches a serie,,; of lak .. s and I·h···rs, whit-It 
must be traversed befo!'e the Yukon prop"I' 
i" I·eached. At this season the lal,.·« an: 
<.'0 Vf:>l'(>(l ,vith Ire anti ~n()\\'. j .. nke i .. indt"'"l"
mnll i!i st.-ven nli1~:-; long', Lake H .... IH1'·lt 
I Wen tY-1i "e. mile", Takou Lake t wen I), 
mlh·:-; . .\J un Lake t .. n mile«. A t the fOUl ur 
:\lull Lake ul1t:"n \Vall .'l' i~ usuall.\' fO\l·llJ 
in .\l'l'il. anel hpl· .. a I'afl 01' boat must he 
bUilt. 01'\' timb"I' is uhtainabI .. on the 
shol'<'''. Th .. I'aft ['anies "\'l'n'thing 10 thtl 
Lewis I{iver Canon, forty miles tv til" 
northw .. "t. H e r" a landing mu:;t b .. maue 
ann the uutfit pOI·ta~pd a mil~ arJund \he 
.... anun. Bt;alo\v tht"' ('aflon Ht' f' til :! \Yhitd 
Hur·s(' j{apid~, \\"hh'h als" givl" tl"Ollhh-' .... \11 
Who f'V<'1' att<'lllpt.'<1 tf) nlll this eanon all. 
a raft ha \"P i)ppn rlrtH\'n f:-" l. (Jf t\\"O men 
Who made' the attempt in May. Is ......... nOlh
ing \\"a~ foul1,l but a hundh' (If Lliank t" t.;. 
I-:t.:}o\\· tht:' "'hitf> JI~\r~t-' i"11l\ltht'l' r.\(t is 
huilt. and thE' jOUl"IIPY (:olltillued s~\'t:'l1ty
rin' milf's to Lak .. Lf' Hal·;.\·... This 1·'·(llIi!'.-'; 
thrt.-'t;" 1.1a\"s. Tht-' l'UlTt'nt ill the lak,, ·~ cUll! 
lh f'h' ouf .. :·(~ is hel't" l€-s~ ~\\.· ift. and i cp i:-i 
ft.und on whh-h to <,ross thi,,; lak .... which i,; 
forty-fi\'e mile,; long. 'J'h I>; cumpletes I he 
slt'dcling. 

Here a bt)ut i~ l,uill and tht' jonrnp.'.''' i.::l 
resumed. Going' down th t ' Lewis Hive£' 
frolll this pQ.lnt, thl' ('hil'[ Ilel'il is met at tn", 
Flye [<'iugel">;. Here :;tan(l four great buttes, 
like giant st.>ntinei>; of ,HOUl'. The water ill 
(i,,(> ;;U'eams I'un« swiftly between thE'n>. 
The right-hanrl passage is tlw only ",af~ 
one, In a jiffy Ihe boat. with its J..Ireciou~ 
load, has be!"n whirle,l down to Reef Rapicis. 
three Iniles below. Here u.gain the right. 
han(l in~urps safet~ .. , and. having paS8f-U: 
them, the Jast rlangerous wa tel' I:; I(,ft he
hind. Few parties go through tht's" dan
gerous ""iter,; without mishaps of some 
kind. Sometimes the entire pal·ty i" thl'own 
into ice-cold water, ami sc-!>.Iom a party g!"t5 
through withuut losing ~onlt::thing-. 

The junctlo:l of the PE'lIy anll 1.,,\'.'io; forms 
the Yukon proper. H ... re the fir!'t tradllllf 
post Is reached. It Is known as Harper'", 
and is ;)IU milt·s distant f!'om ,Iunf"au. .\. 
hundre{1 miles below is Forty ::Ilil .. ('1·N.k, 
the :Mecca of most of th., pros~,,·cl<H's nnr! 
the principal tra<lln~ post of th,' inI PI'i0 1·. 
Fort~ l\li1e is the :;tarting point 10 all th .. 
nlines. ant1 is 7~,U nlile:-; from .Juneau. I-lf:"rt' 
the Yukon Is over two mile« in wi(lth. 
I"lour costs :$1O a sack at Forty .\\i1<'. Ho>ans 
are :W cents a pound. A min .. r·s wf"E'kly 
laun,lrv l.Jiil is at least :;::i . ~~\'erything is 
palu for in gold dust or nuggl'ls. Th .. .t~
mand for sewing is ;;0 great there that a 
number of Wc.mf'll with sE'wing maehinps al'e 
going to the Yukon thi!" 8prln~, A narty nr 
three women has left Tacoma. all ur th.'lll 
provided with bloomel' costumes. "'itl, 
their ,; .. wing machinl·s the~' will makp a" 
much Inoney as many of the mil1t:'rs. 

T'he ehief mining- ("ountry ~.o far Opt~nt·d 
c,n the Yukon lie" hl'lwd'n 11,,- :nnuth" (II' 
Sil<ly ::Ifil .. anti Rin'h '·n'.'k::. whkl! aI'''' 
neal"ly -hlu Ini\t"s apal't. on th4:' ~ollth ~\.1+-- ,~t: 
th .. YUllOIl. The !<a!lds along- tllfo er ...... k,.. pal'
tfeulal'l\' th .. headwaters, an~ Iitcol'alh' Ii II .. , \ 
with go'Id. Nugget,; al'l' '1uitt' Plt'ntifi,l. Th., 
lilrgp:..;t nugget fiVe)' tal{fOn dut on thl· "tJ
I<on was fOlin<l by C<>nl'ud llahl. in Fl'tlnk-
1),11 Gulch. In c\Jarl'h. ,S!I-I. It ,,,.·i/,:I1.·". 
thirtv ounc,-" and brou){hl him "~!>1.4; •. I 'ahl 
had ·pros)J"l:t .. d then- the Summer 1 .. ·1' .. 1' .... 
In tile "'In tel' h.., t hu wed "tI t tlw /{rOUllu I,y 
burlling wood (In tOil. H .. continu ... 1 Ihi" 
I'roc""s until he n"l.l'hPfI h .. ,1 I'lll'k. H", 
hatllf'd thl' flirt uut und ",,,,,h .. d il afl .. , ,
'ward. 'rhe nuggtolL \\"aR fOUlld on b~d l'u('k. 
~<Ohe nlining- lH carr-it,d on l'hi ... fl\' \\'irh )""L'k
er,;. "'here pra(;lil.:abk. ,h.· ~roclll.1 i" 
:-;iuiced. 

'The res"ular mining ~t'asun 011 thp Yul":(lli 
la.sts {I'om J un,· 1 to :-",,,1. 1. Son~ ... uf t 11 .. 
Jniners \vol'l< dllr'in~' th ... \\ril'ltt:'J' ll.l" }.1I1'1}
ing ,"vOQ(I to tha\\' out tht· J..!'rollncl. Ft:\~' do 
this aftel' thE'lr fir<t Y l"fl I' thf'l'C·. Th" ll1iu
t:-r:-; :-;pt"nd the:- lonK \Yinrc·r in Petting-. :.:Jt't,4'jI

in~·. playing <.:ants. and o(hpr\\"i~p amu:-:lng
thE>msl'lve,;;. OUI'ing th,· !"lIon ::-;ummel' sea
sun thc-\' work alm""'t nig!1( and ,lay. I t is 
then as light at midnight as at midday. 
th .. b,'ight Alaskan >'tln ",·tting- onl~' for a 
fe\\'" minutt=>:-i ea .... h day. 

'1'h., joul'nl' Y to th .. )'ul,un i:; mud .. PUI'I
Iv a("ro~s .-\nH'ril"Ull and partly at"ro!'):-:; Hrit
ish po~ses"ion~. The 1J0undal')' lin.- j,; lir"t 
l'l·usse,l just Iwfor.. Lake Lind.'rman is 
Tt-'a,·hl'd. All rht' I"<est of the rOllte to Fore ..... 
~1ih" is. Dn British ~;)il. Jll~t \\"l':-:t of Ftll"
t\' ~[ile and Fort ('udahy th ... bouncl" .. y 
i~ cro::;f;ed again. T'ht' grt.·u tt-~t pu.rt of 
the nlining country nO\\" o' ; t"'nt~d 1:-0 HI1 
American soil. Th.· intlux of minel's rhis 
Spring will have son,.. .. fr",·t on th.· bOtln,l
ary dispute (Ju.-stilln. s'lolllcl 1':nglan,1 at
r .. mvt to enforce h('I' l'laim to a IHIXt'r 
shal'e of Alaskan ,,;oil. .\. larg.· majurlty 
of th., miners are A m ... c·i,·n n". Th.-y pre
fpl" tu carryon thpil· opt'l'H.tions undt"'l"' 
... -\.rr.erican protectiun. and \\ ' uul,l hand to
~ethel' to l1ght on Alaskan !'uil ils.-If If 
the need of it should H 1'1".... The fl'I'ling 
on both sides of the' lin ... in Alaska is at 
present most hartnonioll>'. .\1"11 work un 
either side. ancl l'r(JS~ fi'on~ ,)Il' .... ('ountr>· 
to tit£' other without interruption. Tho 
vominion (;ov~rn nll~l1t has pstahlishetl. 
nl.ounted poliet Qn th L" HritiHh 8idt"'. but 
their pres('nce is wel<"JllIe'l by all th .. min
ers. \\'h",nevel' a Pl'o><" .. ,' tOI· i~ g-on<> InO 
Ion" his friends notiC" the lJolit'E', and ;L 

n, Th . . party gops uut On a S,~OU1. p JnlSSln~ 
man is either brou~ht in 01' ,",uPl'li ... ') wilh 
provisions to keep him alive' unlil hp.. ,'an 
reach camp. There has nf""t-r bf"~n u ny 
confih;t of authority. . . ~ . 

Great p.:<..!it C' mellt pr\.,vutl:, i.hl~ :::spring 
throu~h the NOl'thwt>st n'gal'i1illg the <:ook's 
Inlet °country. 'l'h ' numlkl' "I' l\Il"n goin~ 
there is limitp;l c..".ol - • Ity th~· tllt'ans of lnJ.n~
portation. The ui~trh:t \\'U ~ ,ti~l'ovf'rt=-tl in.. 
l~fH. Last year :!:.!;) nlint.- ' I':--; 'Yurkt-'rl tht""l't:"" , 
of ,vhorn l~~ renlaint-d all \\9intt'!', Thl~ 
others art> going ba,·k. anll .f'nuug-ll o[lwrs 
to increase the number mll1l1l.>;· tht'I'(' Ihl,< 
veal' to at least I,I~IO, Th ... only I· .. gular 
means of tra\·,·1 i" a ~mall lllail "r""Il1f'f" 
runnin· ... iI'om Jl;ll~Hl1. 'Th.' I ' ll~h t ht"'l"~ i:, 
PaQ gre~t that at It"ast nin~ :-:, ·hqol\t'rs lvill 
Ipave Puget Soun(1 for thE' Inkt thi" ::-'prill:{, 
all taking parties of nlint''';-';, 1-:. 1... Jun .... :,. 
a. returnpd miner, say~ the 10 Wt-':-' t anllll.lll: 
of gold tul,en out lJY any o[ th.· 11It-fl la>'! 
l:3ummer wa:$ ::;S 11L'1' day, and thp hig-h. 
est lo::.!O. The mining th e r,· has so far I"','n 
l"lla.l'E'l- ",vork entlrply. H.i('h quartz ha~ 
been found , anti hy annt h(\1' Sf'a~l)n :O:t;Un!l 
nlill~ \viH bt.· put in. 1'1'()vi~ion~ at ('H(lk' ~ 
Inl"t Ill'e les,.; than h .llf ;I" hi;:h U."' nn t h..-. 
Yul<on. beccl.t1se of th(' ... ntit-.. ",att'l' Ira":<· 
pul'tatlon. · Game is 1)I!"ntit'ul. .!nC'luoling 
moose. ·bear. fowl;;. and fish. \\ lltl "I'a,,
bel'ries are plentiful. <ira"s CO\,('I'" ILl' ""rlh. 
and there is consid .. rablE' "mali limbL' r. 
These features make the Inl'-t I· .. gion mU('h 
n:ore desirable to work in than th .. Yllknn 
country, ThE- \vorking ~t:.'asoll is t! Jnonth 
longer than on the Yukon. 

In both the Yukon and rook's Inlet cl !l"
tricts. the miners are both .. re" by mYI'ia.h 
of gnats and mosquitee;;, and thf> ,.,.)]ow
beJlied flies, whes!' thirst for blun,} reJul'es 
the avoirdupois of all. The Yukon mo,, 
Quito is several sizt's largf'r and fiE'rCI'r 
than that of New-Jf'l',;ey. All II,.. min(·r.~ 
calTY mosquito nf'ttlng with them. uno 
cover their heads and necks to it "ohl til<' 
mos(!ultoes, " 


